
ReThink Disposable, a program of Clean Water Action 
and Clean Water Fund, aims to stop trash before it starts.



Food Packaging Litter 
and our Oceans

• The packaging industry is the largest and growing consumer of synthetic 
plastics derived from fossil fuels.

• Food packaging accounts for 50% of the plastics derived from fossil fuels

• Single-use bags, plastic bottles, food containers and food wrappers are the 
four most widespread items polluting the seas, making up almost half of 
the human-made waste
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Recyclable and Compostable Materials
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• Many recycled items become 
contaminated in a single-stream 
system and do not end up being 
recycled

• Because U.S. recycling was 
dependent on China for so many 
years, we never developed  the 
correct infrastructure 

• Compostable materials can also 
contain toxic PFAS "forever" 
chemicals

• Compostable still reinforces the 
single-use disposable mindset



Why Reusables
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1. Litter Reduction

Fast food and take-away packaging accounts for up to 88% of 
the world's coastline litter

Every minute of every day, the equivalent of one truckload 
of plastic enters our waterways



Why Reusables
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2.   People and Planet forward

85% more climate friendly than single-use disposables, less 
toxic additives, LCA (life cycle assessment) uses less resources 
including water, reduced burden on fence-line communities

Fenceline communities lose 10-20 years of life on
average from air and water quality issues due to oil
and plastic production



Why Reusables
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3. Cost Savings

Businesses save between 
$3,000-$22,000 and reduce 110,000 
pieces of disposable items weighing 
1,300 lbs, every year



Free and collaborative technical assistance removes barriers to 
change

We handle product research, procurement, delivery, set-up, and 
storytelling

ReThink Disposable provides funding to allow businesses and 
institutions to purchase reusable supplies; this funding is doubled 
for women, BIPOC, & LGBTQ+ business owners. 

567 businesses signed up

40 institutions signed up

28 million single-use disposable items eliminated each year
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Overview
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Our Process

1. In-person outreach to restaurants
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Our Process

2. Conduct single-use disposable audit
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Our Process

3. Research and find reusable replacements (conduct testing if purchasing stainless-steel items for schools)

4. Purchase reusables using subsidies from our NOAA grant and partnership with Plastic Free Restaurants
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Our Process

5. Deliver to the location

6. Educate staff 
on ReThink Disposable practices 
to be implemented
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Our Process

7. Follow-up after a few weeks          8. Determine if we want to create a case study
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The Results
Restaurants find that reusables… 

• Save $3,000-$22,000 in annual net cost savings 

• Eliminate 110,000 disposable packaging items 

• Prevent 1,300 pounds of waste 

• See an overall 60% reduction of targeted packaging items 

• Average 4-month payback period



Amber Schmidt
New England Zero Waste Organizer
203-850-2727
Aschmidt@cleanwater.org


